Immunohistochemical detection of prolactin and its receptors in human testis.
Prolactin (PRL) and PRL receptors were localized by light microscopic immunohistochemistry in the human testes on interstitial Leydig-like cells. Similar stainings were obtained with both monoclonal antihuman PRL antibodies and polyclonal antibodies raised against rabbit mammary gland PRL receptors. Moreover, the detection of PRL binding sites by radio-receptor assay on the same samples gave a confirmation of these results. This suggests that PRL might act directly on Leydig cells in the man, in the same way as in the rodent.